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       Archdiocese of New York: Grade 8 Religion Exam 

 
PART ONE: ALL RESPONSES SHOULD BE RECORDED ON THE SEPARATE ANSWER SHEET. 
              
True/False: Indicate whether the sentence or statement is true or false. (1 point each) 

 
 1. The Edict of Milan recognized the right of Christians to worship. 

 
 2. The doctrine of Papal Infallibility means that all popes are perfect and sinless people. 

 
 3. Martin Luther recognized only two sacraments-Baptism and Communion. 

 
 4. The Great Western Schism was resolved by an Ecumenical Council. 

 
 5. A decision of conscience is correct when the result is useful. 

 
 6. Selfish choices, which are against the will of God, are called temptations. 

 
 7. The Holy Spirit makes human communication with God possible. 

 
 8. We will only be happy when we choose to make God the center of our lives. 

 
 9. St. Francis of Assisi began the religious order known as the Dominicans- Order of Preachers. 

 
 10. For the Christian, peace is simply the absence of violence or war. 

 
Multiple Choice: Identify the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.  
(2 points each) 

 
 11. Which of the following was not a practice of the early Christian communities? 

a. Caring for the needs of the community c. Reading the New Testament 
b. The breaking of bread d. Prayer 
 
 

 12. The reading of Hebrew Scriptures in the worship life of early Christian communities is similar to ____ 
at Mass today. 
a. a homily c. the penitential rite 
b. proclaiming God’s word d. the Eucharistic Prayer 

  
 
13. Church leaders composed most of the official Christian creed used all over the world today at the 

Council of _______. 
a. Ephesus c. Trent 
b. Nicea d. Vatican I 
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 14. This female saint and “Doctor of the Church” is famous for being a counselor of popes. 
a. St. Mary Magdalene c. St. Emilia of Wales 
b. St. Catherine of Siena d. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
 
 

 15. ____ and the Church united in A.D. 313 when Constantine legalized Christianity. 
a. Judaism c. Protestants 
b. The Greeks d. The Roman Empire 
 
 

 16. On Pentecost, what did the tongues of fire above the heads of the apostles symbolize? 
a. Jesus’ Second Coming c. Unity among the apostles 
b. The coming of the Holy Spirit d. That Jesus was in heaven 
 
 

 17. One reason there are separate Christian churches is that ____. 
a. it became illegal to worship in public c. members moved from place to place 
b. disagreements led to divisions d. people lost their faith in Christ 
 
 

 18. This man is considered to be the founder of the Protestant Reformation 
a. John Calvin c. John Wesley 
b. Martin Luther d. Henry VIII 
 
 

 19. Sunday was chosen as the “Lord’s Day” because it was ____. 
a. a day of rest c. the day Jesus rose from the dead 
b. the day Jesus was born d. a day when people could visit each 

other 
 
 

 20. Jesus told his followers it was important to translate their knowledge into ____. 
a. sacred writings c. actions 
b. praise for one another d. prayers of the faithful 
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Completion: Complete each sentence or statement, using the terms in the word bank. (1 point each) 
 

 21. The ____________________ is often called the “Bride of Christ.” 
 

 22. A ____________________ is a journey to a holy place made for religious reasons. 
 

 23. A ____________________ is a denial of a church doctrine. 
 

 24. A (n) ____________________ is a worldwide gathering of the pope and all the bishops. 
 

 25. _________________ was the captured slave who escaped and then returned to Ireland as a missionary 
during the fifth century. 
 

 26. _________________ is the famous Dominican philosopher and theologian of the 1200's. 
 

 27. _______________ a widow who established the Sisters of Charity and founded the Catholic school 
system in the United States. 
 

 28. The ____________________ is the official, public worship of the Church. 
 

 29. The ____________________ is God’s plan for our salvation through the Passion, death, Resurrection, 
and Ascension of Jesus Christ. 
 

 30. A ____________________ is a formal ceremony that has a set of rules. 
 
 

Liturgy Thomas Aquinas Heresy St. Elizabeth Seton 
Incarnation Ritual St. Patrick Ecumenical Council

Church Pilgrimage Paschal mystery Thomas Merton 
 

Matching:  Write the letter on the line that identifies the correct match for each word or group of words.  (1 point 
each) 

 
a. Sanctifying grace 
b. Holiness 
c. Actual grace 
d. Intellect 
e. Free will 
 

____ 31. The power to know God 
 
____ 32. The grace that empowers us to live as God's adopted sons and daughters 
 
____ 33. The grace that makes us holy, or in communion with God 
 
____ 34. The ability to choose to make God the center of our lives 
 
____ 35. Living our life in Christ 
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a. St. Mary Magdalene 
b. St. Ignatius Loyola 
c. St. Benedict 
d. St. Jerome 
e. St. Monica 
 

____ 36. Founded the Order of Jesuits 
 
____ 37. Prayerful mother of St. Augustine 
 
____ 38. Founded the monastic way of life in Western Europe 
 
____ 39. First to encounter the risen Jesus 
 
____ 40. Translated the Bible into Latin 
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PART TWO: Use lined paper to record your answers.  All students must do the definition question (#41). Choose 
FOUR other written response questions (#’s 42-47).  Be sure to answer ALL PARTS OF EACH QUESTION. 

 
 41. Define FIVE (5) of the following: (2 points each) 

Synagogue Agape Spontaneous Prayer 
Beatitudes St. Thomas More Conscience 
Inquisition Decalogue Envy 

 
 42. There are seven corporal works of mercy.   

     a. List FOUR of these works. (4 points)  
     b. Describe how you would perform TWO of these works of mercy.  Give at least two specific          
         examples for each.  (3 points each) 

  
 43. How do the following help or harm our moral growth?  Illustrate your explanations with examples. 

       a.  The communion of saints (3 points) 
       b.  Friends (3 points) 
       c.  The sacraments of Penance and Eucharist (4 points) 
 

 44. The Councils of the Catholic Church have always been called to address problems in the Church 
and/or society. Choose TWO of the following Councils and FOR EACH explain: 

a. The purpose of the Council (2 points each) 
b. At least one specific decision and/or accomplishment resulting from the Council.  

(3 points each)     
 

Council of Jerusalem (49 AD) Council of Nicea (325 AD) 
Vatican Council II (1962-65) Council of Trent (1545-63) 

 
 45. There have been many martyrs throughout the history of the Catholic Church. 

a. Define martyr. (1 point)   
b. Describe why and how each of the following has earned the name of martyr.  

             (3 points each) 
 

St. Stephen Archbishop Oscar Romero St. Maximilian Kolbe 
 

 46. Prayer is a necessary means for growth in our intimate relationship with God.  
a. Define EACH of the following basic elements of prayer:  (6 points) 
 

Adoration Thanksgiving Contrition Praise Intercession Petition 
 

b. Choose ONE of the elements and write an ORIGINAL prayer. (4 points) 
 

47.   The rosary is a popular devotion, which enables us to reflect on the events in the life of Christ and how 
Mary was called to cooperate in his saving work.  There are four sets of mysteries: 

 
Joyful Sorrowful Glorious Luminous 

 
             a.   Choose one of the above sets and list the five mysteries in it.  (5 points) 

b. Choose ONE of these mysteries and write a petition that you could pray after    
 reflecting on it.  (5 points)  
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